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des-ignirg men would dispense to deceive 
you. 

" Recollect, that aceoidmg as you act 
lightly or wrongly, you establish the ho- 
noui 01 kx the disgiace of Spam — eterj 
thina depends upon the iiite'tily .of the 
members, of the August assembly which is 
solemnly to declare the immutable prin- 
ciples of justice, and ts conseciate .betoie 
tyfants the hallowed i ,ghts ot nations. 

"ThisSupetioi Junta eainestly hopes, 
considering the impoitance. of the busi- 
ness entiusted to you, and ngidly observ- 
ing the rules pi escribed to you for the 
election, you will, prevent any corrupt 
intei (erence, and you will pi.es.eive in your 
leoollecuon, that if you aie unfaithful, 
you will do all in yoiu power to piomote 
the eternal disgrace of your posterity. 
" By ordei ot the Snpenoi Junta, 
"LOU18T)E GAIiisOtLO, bee. 

" To Andies Lopez, President. 

" CadZyJuueS, 1810." 

SLAVK CAUSE.. 

FR1VY COUNCIL APPEALS. 

On Saturday, the g8thofJuly, 1*10, 
the loids commissioners of appeals in 
pnze causes finished then sittings for the 
session , and pievious to then adjourn- 
ment they gave judgment >m vanous re- 
ceived <ases of gieat impoitance. One 
of them especially was of the gieatest in- 
teiesttothe fiiends of libeity, and hu- 
manity, audits decision was such as will 
doubtlt/o, give gieat and equal satisfaction 
in this couiitiy and Ameiica. 

CASE Of THE AME DIE— JAMES JOHNSON, 
MASTER. 

This was a vessel undti Amencan eo- 
louis with slaves tiom Africa, captuied 
in Decerobei, I80T, in the West Indies, 
and earned into Toitola. The claimant 
pi'etended that she was boBud to Cluile?- 
ton, South Carolina, wbeie tbe r importa- 
tion of slaves continued to he lawful to the 
end of that year-, but that having been 
detained on the coast, and there being no 
prospect of leaching Cbailestou befoie 
the 1st day of January, 1808, the period 
a|vpomted for the cessation of the Slave 
'I tade in every paitof the United Slates, 
by a law of the General Congress, the 
Mastci oi necessity bore away for the 
island of Cuba, theie to wait diiections 
from his ovvneis. 

It was contended, on the other hand, by 
the captoi, that this statement was a 
mtie pietence, and that, in tmth, the o- 
rigiual plan of the voyage vvas a destina- 
tion to Cuba, which vvas unlawful undei 
the Ameiican laws, long pievious to then 
geneial abolition of the s.ave-tiade. 

Admitting, howevei, the case so to be, 
it was stituuously contended foi tiie 



cl a' ma nt*. that aBikisb court of prize 
had no right to take any cognizance of 
American municipal law, and that as no 
belligerent i ig'bt of this countiy bad been 
violated, the pioperty oughtto Berestoiedf 
to the neutial owner. A senesof piece- 
dents seemed to.suppoit this doctrine. 

The ship was condemned at Toitola, 
and the enslave*) Africans weie according 
to our abolition act, restoied to then fiee- 
doai , bu.t the Claimant appealed, and the 
libeity of the Afi leans,, a? well as thepio- 
peity of the ships, depended oh the issue 
of this appeal. 

The erase was; solemnly argued m Maich 
last, and as, in the opinion ot thecomt, 
it turned on the new quotion of the effect 
of the American and British abolition acts 
on tins specie* of contraband commeice, 
when biought befoie a court of prize, the 
c.i^e, on account of its impoitance, has 
since stood ovei for judgment. Several 
other cases ot Amencan slave ships have 
al>o stood ovei , as depending on the same 
guieral question. 

Ou-the above day |be judgment of tbe 
coin t was delivered by SiiyVVm. Grant, the 
master ol the rolls, ueaijy in the folloAvjiig 
teini, . — 

" This ship must beconsideied as being 
employed at the time of capture in cairv- 
ing slaves from the coast of Africa to a 
Spanish Colony. We think that this was 
evidently the ongmalplan and puipose of 
the voyage, notwithstanding the pietence 
set up to vei' the tiue intention. The clai- 
mant, howevei, who is an American, com- 
plains of the capture, and demands fiom 
u> tbe lestitution of propeity of vvhich he 
alleges thathe has been unjustly dispossess- 
ed. In all tbe former cases ot this kind, 
winch have come before thus'couit, the 
slave trade was liable to conaideiatious 
veuy diffeient from those which belong to 
it now. It had at that time been piohib- 
Hed (as far as respected cau-ymg slaves to 
the colonies ©ffoieign nations)by America, 
but by our own laws it was still allowed. 
It appealed to us therefoie, difficult to 
consider the prohibitory law of Ainenca, 
in any other light than as" one ot those 
municipal legulations ot a foieign state of 
which this cotnt could not take any cog- 
nizjnct. But by the alteiation, which has 
sinre~taken place, the question stands on 
different grounds, and is open to the appli- 
cation ot very diffeient pimeiples. Tbe 
slave tiade has since been totaHy abolish- 
ed by this countiy, and our legislature bast 
pronounced it to be contraiy to theprin- 
cp-les of justice and humanity. Whatever 
we might think as individuals before, we 
could not, sitting as judges in a British; 
cooi-t of justice, regaid the tiade m that 
l.ght, while our owu laws peimitted it. — 



is to. 



Documents. 



151 



But we can now assert that this trade can- 
not, abstiactedly speaking, have a legiti- 
mate existence. 

" When I say abstractedly speaking, I 
mean that this countiy has no right to 
control any foreign legislatuie that may 
think fit to dissent from tins doctrine, and 
to peimit to its own subjects the prosecu- 
tion of this trade , bat we have now a i tsrht 
to affirm that, puma facie, the trade is ille- 
gal, and thus to throw on claimants the 
burden of proof that, in respect of them, 
by the authority of then own laws, it is 
otherwise. As the case now stands, we 
think we aieentitleii to say, that a clai- 
mant can have no 1 lght upon principles of 
universal law to claim the testitution in 
a pi ize court of human beings carried as 
his slaves. He must show some right that 
has been violated by the capture, some 
jnoperty of which he has been dis- 
possessed, and to which he ought to be re- 
stored. In this case the laws of the clai 
mant's country allow of nonghtof property 
suGh as he claims. There can, therefore, 
be no right to restitution. The conse- 
quence is, that the judgment must be af- 
firmed." 

We congratulate the friends of the op- 
pressed Africans on this important and 
triost satisfactory judgment. It gives a 
death-blow to the most active contraband 
dealers in human blood on the' coast of 
Africa, and removes one of the gieatest 
obstacles to the effectual exeeution of 0'ir 
own laws, for the abolition of the slave 
trade ; for, be it observed, that not the 
Mibjectsof America only, but ot Sweden, 
and, in short, of all <tates, which have not 
expretsly legalized this trade, aie equal- 
ly affected by the operation of the puuci- 
ple laid down by the learned judge. 



CAUSE OF THE FAILURES. 
The facility that has been given to in- 
catious speculation is the source of the 
evil. In all periods of our histoiy this has 
from time to time arisen, and has re- 
gularly produced the same effects. If in 
the yeai 1197, on the restriction of cash 
payments at the Bank, the Directors had 
acted (as they solemnly pledged them 
•elves they would act) in their accustomed 
way, and still as if they were bound to 
pay in specie, the present calamity would 
not have come upon us. But unfoitu- 
liately the thnst of profit on their paits, 
and the necessities of the govermnt nt on 
the other, which induced ministers to 
wink at the enormity of the issues of pa- 
pur, have fostered and encouraged this 
•ysteni to an extent which has brought 
(lie present misfortune upon us. But the 
nlischief will cease when the cause of it 
•wines to be thoroughly understood, and 
when it shall be seen that the remedy is 
ainiple and safe. 

BELFAST MAG. NO. XXY. 



Our readers well know the causes of the 
Convulsion which ended in the cash re- 
striction bill. The unbounded drain for 
subsidies, followed by the alarm of inva- 
sion, which gave rise to the oiders for 
taking an account of stock, as a previous 
measure to d'wing the counties— produc- 
ed the restnction bill in 1797. At that 
time the bank reduced its paper to 8f mil- 
lions.— By the last returns, their notes in 
cnculation amount to 21 millions! and 
it is manifest that the paper of the pro- 
vincial banks has increased in the same 
propoition.— The natural consequence of 
this has been, that the facility of credit 
has mised up asetof adventureis, in op- 
position to the real merchants, who, in- 
stead of supplying the actual necessities 
of the woild, have pushed an artificial 
trade of mere adventure, to every cor- 
ner of the inhabited earth, aud to force 
commerce beyond its natural limits, fa- 
cilities have been given in a way hereto- 
fore unknown. Middle men of a new de- 
scription have started up, and the fair 
useful trade of banking hai been con- 
verted into an i'nstiument of gioss and 
pernicious delus.on. We have promised 
to illustrate this matter. 

A bouse t with'a sounding firm, chatters 
a ship for South America. They inform, 
the manufacturers tha* they perfectly 
know what will answer the market, and 
if they have any old fashioned cottous, or 
any old shopkeepers, they may take the 
oppoitumty of making a consignment, al- 
lowing them a small commission, fieig-ht, 
&c and they may have an immense pro- 
fit both on the igouus out, and on the re- 
turn goods home. They may draw on 
them for the amount, at 12, 18. and 24 
months. And they inform them, that 
there^ are several houses ofthefiist re- 
spectabihty in London, who on the deposit 
ot those long bills will allow their countiy 
bankei to draw on them at t.vo months, pa 
a new commission often shillings percent, 
ana that these short bills may be renewed 
till tht returns come. The manufacturer 
or shopkeeper is delighted with apioposal, 
by which he is to empty his warehouse ot 
shop for every thing unsaleable, and to be 
put into immediate possession of paper 
money, by which he may set all his looms 
and artisans towoik, and refurnish his 
magazine with an tntne new stock. He 
makes up his packages, charging, how- 
evei, hi> goods at double their u al value, 
-that th<y may not be under! ated when, 
they reach then mai'ket, and thus he vety 
kindly begins by assisting to cheat him- 
self. The vessel teaches the port, when, 
lo ' the goods aie not wanted. The mar- 
ket is all eady over-stocked. But, rather 
than leturn without breakiu" bulk, the 
Mipercaigo takes what he can get — hall" 
the price (iharged/iii' the invoice ; bat still 
w 



